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FROM: EA/DDCI
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George,

A couple more examples of articles on which
John would appreciate some commentary. Can you
tell him what gives on these a]iegations?

- , . ’l:

Date 13 August 1984 .
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THE US| IN HONDURAS

MYSTERIOUS
DEATH OF. i
FR. CARNEY <
GEORGE BLACK anp* . -
ANNENELSON " iiier:
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NATION
4 August 1984

staged an elaborate press conference.in* Nueva .

‘Palestina, a ramshackle jungle settlement. i |

Olancho province,- just thirty miles from the Nic-
-2raguan border, 10 announce that its ‘counter.

{ifisurgncy foress had Tiquidated .2 ninety-gix.
~.strong guerrilla column, Killed at the head of the.

column the previous evening; according to Maj.

Lconcl-Luquc; commander of the army's task -

foree,
most celebrated Marxist. .
which broke the back of the guerrilla Tesistance,

was José Maria Reyes'Matz; Honduras's i
Reyes Mata’s killing, K

brought the total of dead subversives to thirty. "
eight. Not all had djed in battle; ten wére said to )

have siarved ‘in.the jungle. after military in-
telligeace detected them and ‘the army cut off
- their food supply. Among the latter’ was a
S8-year-old American Jesuit frorn St Louis, the

-

Rev. James Francis (Guadalupe) Carney. Laig ;
out for the press 10 inspect, next to a formidable :

‘array of RPG-2

grenade launchers and M-60

" heavy machine -EUNS, were .Camey's ‘religious

vestments, 2 'woodqd.chajicc. and a. _Biﬁl_c'.'__fl_"hb
. Honduran Army also produced tl}icc.crpaciagcql

; “‘deserters®” 1o fill §n the deta

ils of the by-riow.

familiar Sandinistasconspi(aéy.fg; ra e e
" . The foreign Journalists,” shuttled into Nueva

_Pale

stina aboard army helicopters, "w:c_rc skep-

tieal. Foy. several. wesks, armed forces com?.
-mandefGen. Gustavo Alvarez Martinez had in. .

sisted on the existence of 2 Chban-NiEa;aguap
to.infiltrate ‘his country .with 3,000 |

- £Onspiracy

2rmed tervorists, but the few journalists who nosed

around in Olancho found no evidence of 2 guer-

rilla’ presence. Other troubling’ questions remained.. Why
was Reves Mata’s body not produced for the H onduran tah.

ioids, which clamor incessantly for corpses? A

nd what of

Fziner Carney? Where were the wilnesses to his death?

doudts coincided with those of the Carncy

(Chema). decifa; whos§
family in the

United 5‘,alC$,. The family began an invcsu'galion', making two fOOt planted in thc:_foqu,;,.mp of the 19605, 2 theory iwhic.h;
irips 10 Honduras 2nd keeping up a stream o . 0886R002600060001-0 ‘ |
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calls and letters (o the.State D:partm'cnl.-Thcy grew restive, !
however, zt the reluctance .of American officials 1o ¢hal-
lenge the Honduran military's version of the evens. After
his first trip 10 Tegucigalpa, Carney’s brother-in.jaw,
St. Louis psychologist Joe Connolly, confided 10 us, *

officials played along with an ¢laborate Honduran cover-up
Of thg facts. Worse, there are strong suggestions that U.S. in-
teiligence and military personnel ook part in the Honduran

hood and was the first to adm;tlhathxs direct énd_plain-
Spoken attachment (o liberation theology had won him few
friends among either the Catholic hierarchy or the Hon-
duran military, SR f_.'-.:f{j-;;'._.".j Tl T e T
His first Honduran parish, in 1964, was the run’down
banana and railroad town .of Ej Progreso,” oné jof those
mockingly named outposts (_haiabomgd in Cénix;al America,
He lived with an. austerity: that starled . even __his. Jesuijt |
superiors, lcading‘gn_c fellow n')issionar}; to 'rc'c_{aj'l' {hgf .\.;'or,k'-',i

ing with Carney *‘was [k being with Jesus Christ." For fif- |

teen years Carney defied the military, He worked with the :

with -the Maryknoll
Sisters and became parish priest of San Juan de Limay; but-
getting back o Honduras, which he con.’
tinued 10 regard as home. T PRI
chaplain on a mission of the Revolutionary Party of Central
American Workcrs:-Hondu_r'as (PRTC.H). In the. alphabet
soup of Central American rebe] groups it Jvas félativcly
small and obscure, byt in Honduras, even 2 small group can
make a splash, By czrly 1983, José Maria Reyes Mata was in
Managua 25 Supreme cémmander of the PRTCHH, planning
todrive a column into eastern Honduras 2nd form a base of -
Peasant support to start the Honduran revolution, As:

cise for just nincty;-six men.i. o eELRna Lo
The 40~yca.r-ol§ Reyes Mata had fought with Che
Guevara's National Liberation Army’ in Boliviz, which |

made him a minor legend to some Central American lef, tists, |




Pressed by the C.LA -backed contras, }?ﬂ_.ﬂlizcd_kd_fngs
abo\m}—lrs.abvc\murc Some may have given him limited sup-
port, but mos; discouraged the PRTC-H Operation. .

*" On or aroung July 19, 1983 (the fourth anniversary of the
Nicaraguan revolution), the Sandinisla'mi]ilary must haye
looked the Other way as Reyes Mata’s guerrillas crossed a
major war zone in full battle gear and made their way to
Hondurzn soj). Ac'cbmpan)'i.ng them was Father Guadalup§
ECa;ncy. Survivors of the band say Father Carney and Reyes
Mata argyed continually as- they trudged up and down ‘the
forested hillsides: Reyes Mata, ever dogmatic in his Marx.
ism, argued that the celebration of mass had no place in a
guerrilla war; Carney, the liberation theologian, insisted
that a pries was needed to minister to the guerrillag’
spiritual needs, - BRI Co
- -What aén.iél]y happened during the next two months?
-There is litde jn the story the army told at Nueva Palestina
‘that ‘can be Independently verified..On August 1, guerrilla

lished its base camp, code-named Congolén. By August 4,

an army coumcrinsurgcncy_ unit had set up headquarters a;
Nuevz Palestina. In the next four weeks, the army says, it
tracked down the 8uerrillas in the mountains of the Cor.
dillera Entre Rjos, R L L
" In the rugged terrain eagt of Nueva Palestina, the army
claims, it cengaged the rebels in z series of four firefights. The

-a 1oss fora precise Spanish term, call “un show,

F<But te:drmy’s account s challenged by Joea] Jjournalists..
20n. September 14, families of Honduran soldiers had told
“one reporter ‘for Radio Ahuérica'_'t}lat_' Reyes Mata was’ in
“custody; alive. Manuye Gamero, editor of the Tegucigalpa
“daily. ﬁémpo':;'ri;c'alls that the army invited him 10 Nueva

‘tember lsﬁécv:ral hours before thcvdca'th it was called to -

announce a]legcdly took place. The' army’s version is also
'.contréo‘icxed by information gleaned from a five-hour inter-
View-we had with PRTC-H survivors, The specific details of
their siory tally strikingly with accounts from local church ang
human rights sources, e ;
The guerrillas adm;; that their forces wete in deep trouble
ffom the moment the first two deserters broke ranks on
August . Within days, the group’s leacers learned from e
adio that their location wag known. Nieva Palestina is the
nly village in the area, and by Adgust 4 it wag Occupied by’
'00ps of the Patyea Task Force, That cut the guerrillas off
‘om their food supply. ' C
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-vivors. By September 4, the straggling remnants of thar:

Congoldn camp.  While one 8roup, which included Fathe: |
Carney, stayed close to Nueva Palcstfna, 2 second headeq
north along the Patuca Rjver. On August 28, an army patroi

located the Reyes Mata-Camey 8roup, and 3 single firefight
ensued. The 8roup was by thap time in dreadfuy] physica) :
shape, subsisting oh'junglc vegetation, according to sur. .

group had been tracked down,

had eluded the Nueva Palestina drzgnet: They must have
broken the prisoners efficiently, for on the same day a <ec- !
ond task force was dispatched to the village of Rio Tinio, i
ten miles northeast of El Aguacate and sixiy miles northeast ;
of Nueva Palestina, According to the PRTC-H, guerrilla !
units clashed with the army on Scptember 7, 1], 16 and 20 at ’
various points along a smaj jungle tributary, the Wasra.-
rasni, and in the chain of hills called the Montafias d= Capa-

Pan. At Jeast sixteen guerrillas died,

;Some were taken Prisoner: among them, Armando Mop.
cada, Oswaldo Castro and Jos¢ Rafae] Ddartc. the ‘three !
presented as deserters at the September 19 Nueva Palestina
press show, They too were interned and interrogated at El
Aguacate. They cannot confirm the exact date of their cap-
ture, for all three are now dead,” - . IR

U.S. “intelligence _pcﬁc:_nggl_&@_: fully_involved in the
Honduran Army’s operation. In a letter 10 the Carney famj.
ly dated December 7, 1983, the State Depariment explained:-

According 1o the Honduran government, it first knew of the |
guerrillas on August st when two deserters appeared in
alacamas. It shared this information with the U.S. Defense
Altaché’s office. During the Honduran military*s Operation
2gainst the guerrillas, the U.S. Defense Anaché assisted in

debriefing the guerrillas, - 'S ;

That admission means U.S. intelligence ersonnel had
seven weeks to intgn-_og_a_tcﬂc_'d_c_(_ai_n,c_c_s_._iq_xhc,_lct_tcr
c-lgims that only after thi_Np_giEg]_qQ_ina press conference
did E‘E_n_ﬂgaisy.r;li_zz_t_hal Father Carney, a U.S. Citizen,
had been with the guerrillas. How could (he interrogations
have possibly failed 10 elicit thag information? '

Congress has an explicit undcrsta.nding with the Ad’minis-:
tration that U S, forces on Manecuvers in Konduras will not

. !
be present in combat zones. Nevertheless. the 11 S. Southem,
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it Atmy Ranpars from Fort Lewis, Washington, were para- the Wasparasni. The precise spot, known as the Salto de Ja

| chuted into Olancho on August 5. They staved until Au- Mona,_is, as the Pentagon says, almost |50 kilometers

; ust 16, engaging in what the Pentagon called a “simy-* northeast of Nyeva Palestina. . S T

! lzted counterinsurgency operation’".with 'Honduran forces. . One’ senior Honduran military 6fﬁccr who is close to,i

i August S was the day after the Honduran Army’s Patuca GcncrfaI_'AJvare.z.and who has‘_"“SiS‘ed on a'honymity assigns

" Task Force arrived in Olancho on its real counterigsyr. an even greater role ""'?-‘h,c._hé“COP‘CTS-.U-S- military ad-

~-22NCY mission, - © . \isers, bl .
On September 9, five UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters of counterinsurgency sweep, }'réla'ying'"vihfofmationvby radio to
the 101st Airborne Division were spotted moving suspi- ground troops. .. e e
ciously in eastern'Honduras, according 16 U.S.'news reports | - PC.‘ThaP_S‘.'{'7?°§lfse'rious',"ghc.r'é'é}—é strong suggestions that
between September 20 and 28, American officers close to ' U.S. personnel involved with ihe Nicaraguan contras may.
the operation told CBS News on September 20 that “‘the have taken part in events leading up 1o the death in custody!
Blackhawks were transporting Honduran troops into the  of Father Carney and other prisoners.” " ..

combat area’and nunning reconnzissance flights for them."
The Pentagon denied that report and claimed the choppers |
were bringing food supplies for refugees, presumably Miskito ~ the imprisoned survivors of the PRTC-H guerrilla column’
Indians from Nicaragua. But on Septémber 27, Col. James  hoping that someone might be able 10 shéd light on Camey's
‘Strachan, ‘public: affairs officer-in “Tegucigalpa for: (he dca.l_h:“ThC‘_!Ong interview sessions yielded litde hard infor-
U.S. Southern Command, told the 51 £ oyis Post-Dispatch ~ mation.”, " L ann e e R
that U.S. helicopters had, in fact; provided transport for © - On thei
Honduran 'coudtcrihsurgcncy troops on’ September 9. He ' General Alvarez, asking, 2mong other questions, .Why they
109k pzins to point out, however, that they had no connec-;  had been allowed (o meet with only fifteen of the twenty-:
tion wiih the fighting around Nueva Palestina, which, he one guerrilla survivors, His reply, dated November 11, was'
R ﬂluminating;’h‘e explained that those six detainees S
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s2id, was in an entirely different Jocation. . )
The Siate Depariment did not provide a precise account: " were 'pérﬁdpating during those days g patrol op'cra.xi;mA

of the Blackhawk incident until it dispatched its letter 10 the. with the Patuca Task Force, a5 guides to find arms caches.. - |
Carney family in December: - . TR ey . To Our surprise, these individuals, in whom much confidence .
N - i L [ L e - had ,be:n:_,'p!ac:d. l;'jcd 10- escape as a group at dawn op.
. On Sepiember 9th, five U.S. helicopters transported 50 Hon-%-. z October 3, 1983, . .~ causing a skirmish in which they lost.”.
* duran roops from Dulsuna 16 2 Jocation north east of Dulee *- " their lives. . R R RS
Nombre de Culmi. . . . [They] were also 2uthorizéd ‘to carry s, o e LT SRR
out the Honduran government’s request that Honduran ‘- ~ The letter gave no names.. Meanwhile, - for almost (wo-!
Sth Bartalion soldiers be transported | . . 1o prevent the " ‘months...th‘c' anxious farmhcs.»of the missing detainees ha_dg
guertillzs from escaping along the lower Patucz river to the .+ prcssed_nthcA army to explain .why their visiting rights had -
Mosquitia region. These Honduran soldiers did not par- ..i  been canceled. Finally; on November 25, the army gave the
ticipzte in combat activity 2gainst the guerrillas, . . .. . - ° Honduran- press zp official identification of three of the ;

As Strachan had, the Jerter stressed that the U.S. soldiers  Men Who had been “shot ‘trying to escape.’’ They wer °'-l
“‘were 150 kilotneters distant from the Cordillera Entre Rios ~ Moncada, Gastro and Duarte, the “‘deserters™ presented ag”
region in Olancho where the skirmishes took place” —or at  the Nueva P alestina press conference. The three may have !
least where the Honduran Army says they took place. Thay  been. prevented from telling the Carney family whar they .
version of events exonerates U.S. forces from charges-of knew,'. but the army failed to silence them completely,
direct combat involvement in September, but its accuracy is Ce.stro_ha‘d_taj_lf_c‘d“?tq his relatives during 2 prison visit, and -
suspect. The guerrillas’ ‘story of batdes’ along’ the :Was.  his testimony about what he had lear ned at El Aguacate was
parasni Rfvgr and in the Capap'éxf area p]é&s the 101st Air- émugglcd'out to the Christian Human Rights Cbm}ﬂissibn
borne Division in ‘the middle of _the combat “area. ‘Dulce  of Honduras, in‘O.la_nchp, which released it at a press con.
Nombre de Culmi, at the northers ¢rid of the Capapan ared,”  ference in Mexico City in carly October. ~  =-. - .
is the next town up the road from El Aguacate ard Rio'Tin- According to the document, El Aguacate wasa C.ILA..

10, where 2 second Honduran Army.task force began oper-  Nicaraguan Democratic Force headquarters, and Castro,
ating on September S. That date is important. The Black- kn_c_\_V__na_m_cs e L * I
hawks flew their mission on September’ 9, just two. days Continued
after the guerrilias s2y they were first engaged in battle on
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_of the pn'cs_t. James Cafncy (Father Guadalupe) and of other
- -revolutionary leaders, These actions, executed in the middle

- lerrogation sessions before the prisoners were killed. .

" Later events confirmed the role of EI Aguacate as an im-:
portant base for ‘théicontras. Op October 3, an ancient
DC-3 carrying supplies from Ej Z\.guacatt to F.D.N. rebels
crashed—or was shot down—over the Nicaraguan province,
of Jin_otega.._HugO' Rcyn:aldo Aguilar Méndez, co-pilot of;
the DC:3 ‘and, formér “captain in (he National Guard of
Anastasio. Somoza ‘Debayle, told a Managua press con~f
ference that EJ Aguacate—known by the code-name Lobo
Loco (“‘Crazy Wb!f")—w:xs shared during August and;
S.c‘gt‘éfh!ggf by F.D.N. forces, C.1.A. operatives and Hon-f
durad ‘infantry troops o;

o
Olanche. T A
Aguilar said that his work had brought him in frequent

C.LA. agent at EJ Aguacate as 2 man pameqg West, “‘heavily]

built, with 2 tough character,” about S5 vears old. Aguilar| |

said that West held the rank of major, though the planc’s;

pilot,” former Nationa] -Guard Maj. ‘Roberto Amador, |

. decline 10 make any comment op it,

And so the family of Father James Ca}n:y still has no cers. ;
tain knowledge of how he died. Nor may they ever, U.S.

Ambassador 1o Honduras John Dimitri Negroponte sug.

gests that the family begin looking for him in Nicaragua,
where the rebel drive started. In an interview in February,

‘the Ambassador insisted, ““We have been asked to find out

what hag happenedto a U.S. citizen, and that is what we are

~doing.’? But An_)bassado_;_Negmponle's Position as overseer |
‘of thé Reagan Administration’s ““secrep® war does not allow

him even to.acknowledge the existence of many of -the cir-
Cumstances that surround Carney’s death. Their, ultimate
fevelation could be the stubborn priest’s Jag service to his

adopted country. L . : - 0
—_— . . —
George Black is ediror Of NACLA s Report on the Americas

n é‘éo’hmcﬁnsﬂrgen'cy mission in'

1
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ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH (MO)
31 July 1984

Y

Writers Suggest U.S. Involvement

In Death Of The Rev. Carney

By William Freivogel
Post-Dispatch Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — An article in a
-Current issue of “The Nation”
concludes that there are "“strong
suggestions™. that U.S. military and
intelligence personnel “may have
been present” when the Rev. James
Francis Carney died in Honduras last
September. -

The magazine article also charges
‘that there is “compelling evidence
‘that U.S. officials played along with an
elaborate Honduran cover-up of the
facts” of the death of the Jesuit priest
from St. Louis.

A State Department spokesman
said (hat the department would not
comment on the article until it has
studied the allegations. In the past, the
department has said that U.S. forces
were not in the vicinity of the
Honduran military operation in which
Carney apparently died. .

Carney, known to Honduran
peasants as “Father Guadalupe,” had
been a thorn in the side of the
Honduran government during nearly
two decades in the country. The
government expelled him in 1979. In
1983 be re-entered Honduras with a
small band of about 100 guerrillas. -

The Honduran government
announced last September 19 that its
armed forces had eliminated the
guerrilla force that was operating
near the Nicaraguan border.
Honduran officials claimed that about
10 of the guerrillas, including Camney,
had been cut off from their food
supply and starved.

Members of Carney's family went
to Honduras to investigate the
disappearance. After the visit,
Carney’s brother-in-law, Joseph
Connolly of Clayton, said he suspected
that the U.S. had been involved in the

matter.

The authors of The Nation article

said their investigation showed that
Connolly's fears were “well-founded.”
The -authors are George Black, who
has written books on Central America
and Anne Nelson,- who has written
about Central America for the Los
Angeles Times, .

The authors cited these pieces of
evidence:

— The State Department admitted
in a Dec. 7 letter to the Carney family
that the U.S. Defense attache in
Honduras assisted in debriefing
guerrillas captured in the operation in
which Carney died. The authors ask
how these interrogations could have

" failed to elicit the fact that Carney was

among the guerrillas. Yet the U.S. has
said it did not know of Camney's
presence among the guerrillas until
the Sept. 19 press conference after the
operation was over,

— Five U.S: helicopters
transported 50 Honduran soldiers to a
location in Honduras an Seot. 9. The
State Department has said that the
soldiers ‘were 150 kilometers away
from Carney and the guerrillas. But
the article quotes an unidentified
senior Honduran military officer who
said the US. had played a command

“and control role in the fighting. This

would violate Congressional
contraints on the U.S. role in
Honduras.

— 'Six captured guerrillas who
were eyewitnesses to the events
involving Carney were killed before
the Carney family could talk to them.
The Carneys received a letter last
Nov. 11 from the Honduran general in
charge of the operation who said the
six were killed trying to escape on Oct.
3,1983. )

— One of the six dead eyewitnesses
allegedly had told his family eartier
that two North American advisers had
been involved in torturing and
interrogating Carney. The family

passed this information on to the
Christian Human Rights Commission

October at a press conference in
Mexico City. )

The Broup claimed that the
‘~guerrjlla had identified “North
Am'encan advisers Lt, West Blank and
M'fu. Mark Kelvi® ag having been
j‘dlrchy involved in the torture and
Interrogation” whijch led to Carney's
death in a secret underground cell of a
fort at EJ Aguacate, This fort was
fxllegedly used by the C upply the

contras™ who are tighting the
Nicaraguan government.

— A pilot who was supplying the

contras before being captured by the

was a CIA Agent at E) Aguacate known
as West whose second in commang
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